
Broken Arrow Elementary 

WE HONOR THE GREATNESS IN YOU 

From the Principal—Brian McCaffrey 

In the month of September, Broken Arrow students in grades K-5 were assessed with the 
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) and Aims Web Plus in the areas of reading and 
math.  These beginning of the year assessments help teachers determine math and reading levels 
for each student at this time of the year. Teachers have been reviewing these results to make 
instructional decisions for each student’s personal growth.  Teachers and students will set growth 
goals this fall using the data from these assessments and revisit goals throughout the year to help 
keep them on track.  
 
In August, our Building Equity Team introduced the updated district Culturally Relevant Resource 
Rubric.  This is a document that allows staff members to review materials, activities, and videos 
through an equity lens.  As a district and as a building we are looking at how we conduct business 
each day considering multiple perspectives.  At Broken Arrow, we believe that how we teach and 
what we teach must be culturally relevant to all students. Many of our staff members have been 
through the district’s Beyond Diversity Training.  All of our returning certified and classified staff 
have been trained, and by the end of this school year, all of our new certified and classified staff 
will have been through the training. Not only do we want to produce good leaders that achieve 
academically, behaviorally, and socially, we also want to produce leaders that will contribute to a 
much richer culture. 
 
The month of October is “Bully Awareness” month.  Students will participate in an anti-bullying 
poster contest at each grade level.  We have a student leadership team that will provide feedback 
to participants about their posters after they have been completed.  Our students will be offered 
many opportunities to lead throughout this school year. The philosophy behind providing leader-
ship opportunities to our students focuses on helping students to take responsibility for their lives, 
to work with others more effectively, and to do the right thing even when no one is watching.  We 
believe that through these experiences at Broken Arrow, our students will grow to become more 
responsible, caring, compassionate human beings who respect diversity and who know how to do 
the right thing when faced with difficult decisions. 
 
As always, please call or stop by the Broken Arrow office if you have any concerns. 
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Calendar of Events 

October  
Check out the website calendar for 

up-to-date information. 

 

 

2 Walk to School Day 

3 Eagle Bank 

4 Walk-a-Thon 

4 Leadership Applications  

Due 

8 PTA Meeting 6:30  pm 

9 BA Culture Day 

17-18 No School 

21-25 Red Ribbon Week 

25 Fire Safety Lessons for 

Gr 1 & 5 

25 Character Assembly 2:30 

pm in the gym 

31 Fall Parade and Parties 

start at 2:15 pm 

Nov 1 No School 

Redesign Update 
The Redesign Team is in place and all staff is ready to re-

flect, think outside of the box and redesign education at 

Broken Arrow! On Sept 9, part of the team traveled to the 

first official Redesign Training session of the school year. At 

the training we learned more about the year long process 

that will include identifying needs, researching new ideas and strategies for possible implementation, 

creating investigative groups to provide us with real-time action research and data and finally creating 

a proposal for implementation. We also learned about a new opportunity the Lawrence Public School 

has to partner with The Think Wrong Institute at KU that will provide staff with additional training and 

resources for thinking differently about challenges. All staff, some students, parents and community 

members will have the opportunity to work with The Think Wrong Institute to provide insights, per-

spectives and feedback from that will help us all get on the same page as we continue this exciting 

adventure. How can you get involved and have your voice be heard? Look for information from the 

district regarding a Parent/Community Member opportunity that is currently scheduled for the evening 

of Oct 29. Details about the opportunity being offered that evening will be communicated out very 

soon. We are looking forward to a wonderful year of reflection, collaboration and growth and cannot 

wait to see what we can accomplish together!  



SCHEDULES /
PROCEDURES 

LUNCH SCHEDULES 

11:05 AM-11:30 AM  KINDERGARTEN 

AND 5TH GRADES 

11:35 AM-12:00 PM  FIRST AND 

SECOND GRADES 

12:05 PM-12:30 PM  THIRD AND 

FOURTH GRADES 

PARENTS ARE WELCOME TO EAT 

LUNCH WITH THEIR STUDENT. THE 

PRICE OF AN ADULT MEAL IS $3.70. 

FOOD FROM OUTSIDE VENDORS IS 

NOT PERMITTED IN OUR CAFETERIA. 

 
Upcoming Activities/Events/Deadlines 

We will recognize a student from each class in third-fifth grades displaying the qualities associat-

ed with Respect and Self Respect.  Our assembly will be on Friday, Oct 25. 

Indicators of respect may include: treating others with kindness, using simple manners, using 

listening skills, and following the Golden Rule- Treat others the way you want them to treat you. 

Indicators of self respect may include: treating yourself with respect and care, keeping healthy, 

exercising self control, and being self reflective. 

We will also recognize an adult volunteer for his/her valuable contributions to the staff and stu-

dents at Broken Arrow Elementary School.   

FALL CLASSROOM PARTIES—The first PTA 

classroom holiday party has been scheduled 

for October 31 with a costume parade at 2:15 

and classroom party starting at 2:30. Students 

do not need to wear costumes to school as 

they will be given time before the parade 

starts to get dressed. Costumes should be 

child friendly and should not be violent, 

bloody or include weapons. We recommend 

that parents save elaborate make-up and 

costumes for their family’s evening activities. 

Your child’s teacher or PTA homeroom parent 

may send out more specific classroom 

information. If you prefer that your child not 

participate in this activity, please contact your 

child’s teacher in advance of this date. 

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES—You may 

have signed already conferences on Nov 6 

and 7, if you had a chance during Sneak Peek. 

If you did not sign up already, please reach 

out to your student’s teacher to secure a 

time. Parents that do not schedule a confer-

ence will be assigned a time by your child’s 

teacher closer to the dates.  

BGC LIGHTS ON—  October 18 will be the 

date of our annual BGC Lights on Show! Every 

year, each Lawrence 

elementary site puts 

together a team of 

dancers to compete 

against all the other sites. This years show will 

be at Liberty Memorial Central Middle School 

and will start at 7:00pm.  
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In October We Will Learn About ... 

Character Trait Assembly—Friday, Oct 25 

Fire Prevention Month—The Fire Department will do fire safety presentations with first and fifth 

graders and then students in these grades will have the opportunity to go through the Fire Safety 

Smoke House. Firefighters will visit the school Oct 25. 

National Walk to School Day , October 2— This event encourages children and their families to 

walk to school and become healthier and happier by being more active. If walking from home is 

not an option, consider a shorter walk from Broken Arrow park in the morning. Safe routes to 

schools is a priority for our school community and help promote an active lifestyle. 

 Red Ribbon Week, October 21-25— The 2019 Red Ribbon Theme is “Send a 

Message. Stay Drug Free.” The Leadership Team will meet and schedule 

activities for the week that will encourage our students to choose to live a 

healthy and drug-free lifestyle.   

Notes from the Clinic 
Any and all medicine dispensed to your child at school must be provided by a parent or guardian. 
Permission forms for dispensing medicine at school are required. Whether it's prescription 
medicine or over-the-counter medicine, a permission form signed by parent or guardian is re-
quired before it can be given to your student at school. Forms are available in the nurse's office 
Prescription medicine must come with the pharmacy label on the bottle or box. This will in-
clude the person's name, the prescribing health professional, the medicine, the dose and timing 
on the doses  Sometimes children get so sick or injured that they need to go home as soon as 
possible. Do we have a very good way of reaching you or someone else QUICKLY if this hap-
pens? Please make certain you have provided contacts that will be reachable in short order in a 
worse case scenario. 

Need information about head lice? Click INFORMATION ABOUT HEAD LICE 

ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES 

Parents are requested to contact the 

office before 8:30 am to report an ab-

sence or tardy. You may also contact your 

child’s teacher to request homework. 

 

Broken Arrow will follow attendance and 

truancy procedures as stated in Board 

Policy and the Community Handbook. 

 

PHONE CALLS AND MESSAGES FOR STU-

DENTS AND STAFF 

Phone calls to staff during school hours, 

Tuesday staff meetings and Wednesday 

collaboration time will be sent to voice 

mail to avoid disruptions to classroom 

teaching, learning and planning. 

 

We request that after-school plans be 

finalized and communicated to your child 

before drop off in the morning. If you 

need to have an emergency message 

given to your child please call before 2:30 

pm. Since situations may arise that pre-

vent staff from checking voice mail or 

email before dismissal time you should 

not leave ANY messages for your child on 

voice mail or email. 

 

If your daily schedule varies please work 

out a system with your child so that they 

know before school what they are sup-

posed to do at the end of the school day.  

 

All messages for Boys & Girls Club should 

be delivered to the BGC Site Manager 

Madelyn Zavala,  785 550-4430. 

 

file://usd497.org/staff/Staff7/MWalthal/Desktop/2019-2020 School Year/KDHE Facts of Lice document.pdf
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=boys+and+girls+club+logo&id=45868CE2DF9C709649504836B702D723E01CE461&FORM=IQFRBA


The Broken Arrow Community, Where Everyone Is Both A Teacher And A Learner! 

Heartfelt thanks to the PTA, our many volunteers, the Wakarusa Township Fire Depart-

ment and Kona  Ice  for making Broken Arrow’s annual Sunset Stroll a success. This back –

to-school event brings together families  for fun and fitness.  

PTA ANNOUNCEMENTS—If you have ques-

tions regarding PTA or any PTA sponsored 

activities you may now contact board mem-

bers at brokenarrowptalawrence@gmail.com 

and you may follow PTA on Facebook for 

updates on PTA activities and events.  

The BA PTA Board Members are: Kiley Krum 

Phelps, President, Brandy Tofel, Vice Presi-

dent; Kaelyn McCall, Treasurer; and Shannon 

Berquist, Secretary  

The Walk-A-Thon Fundraiser is designed to 

help our children realize the importance of a 

healthy lifestyle and provide financial support 

for activities that benefit students, parents 

and staff.  100% of donations stay with the 

school! On Friday, Oct 4, each student will 

participate in the Walk-a-Thon with a goal of 

walking/running for one hour at the Billy Mills 

Middle School track. Children should wear 

tennis shoes and bring a filled water bottle on 

that day. Donations should be returned that 

day in the envelope provided. Make sure you 

seal the envelope and put your child’s name 

and teacher’s name on the outside of the 

envelope. There is a PayPal link  you may 

share for donations. Please include child’s 

name in comment line.  Click donation. Rain 

Date for the Walk-A-Thon is Friday, Oct 11 

Look for an email link to the PTA’s  SignUp 

Genius to provide meals  for teachers during 

Parent-Teacher Conferences.  

 

FRED Bingo Sheets— Students who turn in 

their completed September FRED (Families 

Read Everyday) calendars  will be coming 

home with a free book on Monday, October 

7.  Students have the chance to earn a free 

book every month through FRED, all they 

have to do is complete 2 Bingos on their 

monthly calendar or list 8 books they have 

read on the back.  

BUSINESS PARTNERS ANNOUNCEMENTS—

Our Business Partners this year are Central 

National Bank, Pet World, Premier Martial 

Arts and Raising Cane’s. 

Raising Cane’s offers certificates for CI3T 

assemblies to reward students who are recog-

nized for demonstrating positive character in 

school. One teacher a month will also be 

recognized. Raising Cane’s also provides items 

for teachers to use for Eagle Ticket cash-ins. 

SITE COUNCIL ANNOUNCEMENTS—First 
meeting of the year is scheduled for October 
24 at 6:00 pm in the Library.  

LAWRENCE SCHOOLS FOUNDATION— 
Learn more about what they do and how you 
can help  enrich the education of all students 
in the Lawrence Public Schools by visiting 
their website at 
www.LawrenceSchoolsFoundation.org, liking 
them on Facebook 
(@LawrenceSchoolsFoundation) and follow-
ing them on Twitter (@LawSchoolsFndn). 
 

We Would Like to 
Show Our Apprecia-
tion and Congratula-
tions to…. 

PTA, Site Council and Business Partners 

CHARACTER TRAITS 

Respect 

Self Respect 

Compassion 

Acceptance 

Responsibility 

Citizenship 

Accomplishment 

Perseverance 

“Character” is...Doing the Right Thing 

When Nobody is Watching. 

SUNDA,  

NOVEMBER 6!! 

The PTA collects Box Tops for Education 
to purchase items for classrooms.  Col-
lection containers are located by the PTA 
Information Table. PTA plans BoxTop 
classroom contests, so be sure to label 
the classroom teacher on the baggies or 
envelopes with a homeroom teacher. 

If you love it, label it! 

There is a better chance of clothing articles getting returned to their rightful owner if they are labeled. Items in Lost 

and Found get recycled quickly depending on how fast they are piling up. Put names in their coats, lunch boxes and 

book bags, and check the lost bin frequently!  

Congratulations to students who will judge our 

Bully Awareness posters:  Second graders Sophie 

and Madison; third graders Jon, Wesley, Nic and JJ; 

fourth graders Ezra, Dylan, Margot and Iris; and 

fifth graders Izzy, Haley and Raegan. Check out the 

awesome posters in the halls as we mark Bully 

Awareness month all through October 

mailto:brokenarrowptalawrence@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=XP2EtLgsu0L3KG67FjTJp4ZAODK2tfakhz4cunobx8JL5sO9eL6JAr-lXBBDsqpIS9NbYm&country.x=US&locale.x=US
http://www.LawrenceSchoolsFoundation.org


Is my student tardy? School begins at 8 am 
The expectation is that Broken Arrow students are in their seat, ready to learn, when the final bell 

rings. If your student is walking in the door at 8 am, he or she is already missing instruction time.  

After the main door is locked, late students should get a blue slip from the office. This slip lets the 

teacher immediately know that although attendance was taken and the student was marked absent, 

the office will edit the unexcused absence to a tardy. As we near the middle of the first trimester, we 

hope parents have become accustomed to morning traffic and learned what time they need to leave 

their homes to get their child in the classroom by 8 am. Please adjust your schedules if you are 

frequently tardy. 

Students who arrive after school starts should have already had breakfast before being dropped off. 

We understand that on occasion a student may come in after the line is closed, without having time 

for breakfast at home, and we will provide a cold breakfast if available. We will contact parents if 

arriving late to breakfast or back to class after breakfast becomes a concern. You may contact your 

child’s teacher or the office if you have questions about whether your child has been tardy.  

Tardiness impacts the whole classroom. Late students miss instruction, disrupt other students trying 

to learn, and time may be lost to re-teaching. Being on time is a good life habit. 

Little Lion Cheer Clinic 

The Lawrence High School Spirit Squads would like to invite you to attend the “Little Lion” clinic.  You 

will learn a combination of chants, cheers and a dance, and perform at the 

Friday, Oct 11, Lawrence High Stadium. We look forward to your 

participation and joining the spirit of the LHS Lions. 

Who:   The clinic is open to all children grades Preschool through Grade 7. 

Date:   Sunday, October 6 

Time:   Registration - 2 p.m. Walk-ins Welcome  

Clinic: 3-5 p.m. 

Fee: $30 includes a LHS Spirit T-Shirt and Pom Pons.  

Location: Lawrence High School Gym (Poms are passed out at the clinic 

and will be the “ticket” to the game. T shirts are delivered at the Friday night game.)  

Perform:  Friday Oct 11 at the Lawrence High Stadium between first and second quarters. Lawrence 

will play Shawnee Mission South. Online Registration. 

ProjectCREATE “Engineers” 
Are you someone who likes to design and build things? Find out if they work? Discover solutions to 
problems? Then YOU are an engineer! Join us as we continue our exploration of many types of 
engineering - industrial design/engineering, electrical engineering, and chemical engineering, to 
name a few. We will use the engineering design process to think critically about a real world problem 
and create a real world solution.  As we explore these areas of engineering, we will use project-based 
learning to pinpoint problems, suggest solutions, produce products, and size up our solutions for 
success! 
 
Ready to register? Click the links below for the sessions that work for you! 

October 5, 2019, for Industrial Design/Engineering. $40 by September 30, $50 for late registration. 

February 1, 2020, for Electrical Engineering. $40 by February 3, $50 for late registration. 

April 4, 2020, for Chemical Engineering. $40 by March 30, $50 for late registration. 

From Mrs Epperson, Music Teacher: Thank you to all the students who signed up for Fortissimo choir! We 
are so excited to have such a great group of students. We will have an informal performance for the school 
board on Oct 8 before school while the school board visits during breakfast. Stay tuned for more infor-
mation!  
Fourth graders will be allowed to bring recorders home soon. Thank you in advance for helping your 4th 
grader remember to bring them back for music or keep them at school so they have an instrument to play 
during music class.  

Musical note 

BROKEN ARROW ELEMENTARY 

HOURS 

8:00 AM—3:05 PM ON MONDAY, 

TUESDAY, THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 

8:00 AM— 1:35 PM ON WEDNESDAY 

STUDENTS MAY ENTER THE BUILD-

ING AT 7:30 AM FOR BREAKFAST AND  

7:50 AM FOR BEFORE SCHOOL CLASS-

ROOM SUPERVISION.  

STUDENTS SHOULD BE PICKED UP 

WITHIN 10 MINUTES OF DISMISSAL 

TIME .  

 

BROKEN ARROW ELEMENTARY 

2704 LOUISIANA ST 

LAWRENCE KS 66046 

PHONE: 785.832.5600 

FAX: 785.832.5602 

WEBSITE address 

http://usd497.org/brokenarrow 

 

FREQUENTLY REQUESTED PHONE 

NUMBERS 

330-2593  Mr. McCaffrey, Principal 

330-2558  Ms. Mantooth, Counselor 

330-4807  Health Clinic 

330-4571  Food Service Office 

841-3594  First Student 

 

Please use our Broken Arrow 

Community Handbook, monthly 

newsletters and website to keep 

informed about district and school 

policies, upcoming events and 

activities and student, staff, school 

and parent accomplishments. 

 

We use School Messenger to email 

families reminders and information 

that can’t wait until the next 

newsletter. Please update your email 

address with the office as needed. 

 

Office personnel update the website 

calendar as soon as they are made 

aware of an event/activity.  

 

Friday folders are sent home each 

week which may contain handouts 

from Broken Arrow and Lawrence 

Public Schools as well as information 

from your child’s classroom.  

 

Handouts from outside the school 

district are not sent home with 

students. (BoE policy) 
 

https://forms.gle/ATZTcU4hAJey2jCU7
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/projectcreates-engineers-saturday-october-5-2019-registration-71311834617?aff=Oct2019
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/projectcreates-engineers-saturday-february-1-2020-registration-71312071325?aff=Feb2020
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/projectcreates-engineers-saturday-april-4-2020-registration-71312181655?aff=Apr2020

